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County  of  Renfrew 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

For  the  Year  1955. 


by 


J S.  M-  GRAY,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
County  Medical  Officer. 


TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND  AND 
THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  RENFREW 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Acts  and  of  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland,  I beg  to  present  the  Report  on  public  health  and 
welfare  administration  in  the  County  of  Renfrew  for  the  year 
1955.  During  the  year  a Chiropody  Service  for  elderly  folks  was 
established.  The  general  health  of  the  County  was  good  and 
there  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

J S M.  GRAY, 


County  Medical  Officer. 
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COUNTY  OF  RENFREW 


ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  of 
the  County  to  be  134, 178.  This  figure  is  the  total  of  the 
Landward  population  and  the  population  of  the  four  Small 
Burghs.  The  details  of  these  figures  are  as  follows  - 


1954  19 55 


County 

Landward,  . . . 

77, 583 

7 7, 6 28 

Burgh 

0 f 

Renfrew, 

17, 599 

17, 589 

Burgh 

of 

Johnstone, 

16,  219 

16,  28  1 

Burgh 

of 

Barrhead,  . . . 

13,  426 

13. 510 

Burgh 

of 

Gourock, 

9,  256 

9,  170 

134,  083 

134,  178 

BIRTH  BATES 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  2,275  which 
gives  a birth  rate  of  17.0.  Thebirth  rate  for  Scotland  was  18.0 
The  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  have  been  very  con- 
sistent over  the  past  eight  years  and  do  not  call  for  any 
special  comment.  In  that  time  the  rate  has  varied  between  16.1 
in  both  1950  and  1951  and  17.2  in  1948.  The  details  of  number 
of  births  and  birth  rates  by  districts  are  shown  in  the  Table. 
Further  details  of  the  births,  showing  the  number  of  still- 
births and  of  illegitimate  births  according  to  districts,  will 
be  found  in  Table  'A'  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

195 4 *955  . 

Birth  Hate  Birth  Hate 

per  1.000  per  1.000 

Births  of  Population  Births  of  Population 


County  Landward 

1,  142 

14.  7 

1.  199 

15.  0 

Burgh  of  Renfrew 

3 25 

18.  5 

344 

19.  6 

Burgh  of  Johnstone 

335 

20.  7 

311 

19.  1 

Burgh  of  Barrhead 

316 

23.  5 

286 

21.  2 

Burgh  of  Gourock 

146 

15.  7 

135 

14  7 

2,  264 

16.  9 

2,  275 

17.  0 

2 


DEATH  BATES 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
1,661  which  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  12.4  For  Scotland 
the  death  rate  was  12,0  The  details  of  the  deaths  and  death 
rates  according  to  districts  are  shown  in  the  Table 


195  4 


19  55 


Death  Rate  Death  Bate 

per  1,000  per  1,000 

Deaths  of  Population  Deaths  of  Population 


County  Landward 

897 

11.  6 

993 

12.  8 

Burgh  of  Renfrew 

20  2 

11.  5 

205 

11.  7 

Burgh  of  Johnstone 

141 

8.  7 

193 

11.  9 

Burgh  of  Barrhead 

141 

10.  5 

148 

11.  0 

Burgh  of  Gourock 

144 

15.  5 

122 

13.  2 

1,  525 

11.  4 

1,661 

12.  4 

In  Table  JB  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual  Report  will 
be  found  details  of  the  causes  of  death  in  relation  to  age 
groups  The  Table  on  page  3 of  the  Report  shows  the  deaths  over 
the  last  fifteen  years  from  infectious  diseases  (Tuberculosis 
and  Diphtheria  being  shown  separately)  and  from  the  principal 
causes  of  death,  namely  Cancer  Circulatory  Diseases  and 
Respiratory  Diseases  In  this  same  Table  is  shown  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  and  comment  on  this  is  made  in  the  section  of 
the  Report  dealing  with  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

The  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  continue  at  a very 
low  figure  For  the  sixth  year  in  succession  it  is  very 
pleasing  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria 
The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  although  more  than 
last  year  remained  at  a low  figure  and  did  not  disturb  the 
general  downward  trend  of  tuberculosis  mortality  Again  the 
three  principal  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  Circulatory 
Diseases  and  Respiratory  Diseases  This  experience  is  in  keep- 
ing with  that  of  Scotland  as  a whole  on  which  the  General 
Report  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  observes  that 
Cancer,  Cardiovascular  Disease  and  Diseases  of  the  Respira- 
tory System  present  grave  problems 


HEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES 
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DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Influenza,  ...  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
Syphilis,  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms), 
Whooping  Cough , ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  .. 
Other  Infectious  Diseases, 


rea 

n 

c 

a 

o 

V 

•4-» 

L. 

CO 

c 

C 

3 

c 

-C 

O 

u 

o 

o 

0= 

1 

- 

- 

1 1 

6 

4 

2 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

22 

3 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 


1 


2 


1 


1 


6 


2 


1 

29 

4 

5 
34 

1 

2 

3 


Barrhead 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  were  575  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  which  was  99  less  than  last  year  when  the 
number  was  674  This  figure  does  not  include  notifications  of 
tuberculosis 

The  chief  differences  from  last  year  were  - an  increase 
of  26  in  the  number  of  cases  of  primary  pneumonia,  and  decreases 
of  60  and  96  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough 
respectively. 

9 cases  were  confirmed  as  suffering  from  poliomyelitis. 
No  one  area  was  singled  out  in  the  incidence,  cases  coming 
from  several  districts.  Five  of  the  nine  cases,  including  the 
fatal  cases,  showed  some  degree  of  paralysis 


6 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - HOSPITAL  REMOVALS 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  the  number  of 
removals  and  the  percentage  of  cases  removed  are  shown  in  the 
undernoted  Table  In  1954  the  percentage  of  cases  removed  was 
64,3 


Di  seas e 

Cases . 

Cas  es 

removed  to 
Hospital. 

P ercenta ge 
of  Cases 
removed  to 
Ho sp i tal . 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis, 

9 

9 

100. 0 

Chickenpox,  ...  ... 

2 

2 

100. 0 

Continued  Fever,  ... 

3 

3 

100. 0 

Diphtheria,  ...  . • • 

- 

- 

Dysentery,  ...  • • • 

72 

30 

41.  6 

Encephalitis  Lethargica, 

3 

3 

100. 0 

Erysipelas,  ...  • • • 

13 

2 

15  4 

Gastro  Enteritis,  ... 

24 

24 

100  0 

Mai  aria,  ...  • • • 

1 

1 

100.  0 

Measles,  ...  • • • 

9 

9 

100. 0 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum,  ... 

1 

- 

P ara.  Typhoid  B , ... 

1 

1 

100  0 

Pneumonia,  Influenzal,  ... 

9 

6 

66  6 

Pneumonia,  not  otherwise 
notifiable,  ...  ... 

3 1 

30 

96.  7 

Pneumonia,  Primary,  ... 

127 

10  1 

79.  5 

Poliomyelitis, 

9 

8 

88  9 

Puerperal  Fever,  ... 

3 

3 

100.  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ... 

2 

1 

50  0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  .. 

134 

83 

61.  9 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

20 

11 

55.0 

Scarlet  Fever, ...  ... 

176 

1 12 

63.  6 

Tetanus,  ...  ... 

1 

1 

100  0 

Leprosy,  ...  ... 

1 

1 

100.  0 

Food  Poisoning, 

10 

9 

90.0 

Anthrax,  ...  ... 

1 

1 

100  0 

Whooping  Cough , ... 

55 

2 

3 6 

Other  Diseases,  ... 

12 

12 

100. 0 

7 29 

465 

63  8 

7 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  OCCURRING  IN 
PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS 


No,  of  Cases 

Number  removed  to 

of  Cases  Hospital 


Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland, 

Bridge  of  Weir. 

Dysentery , ...  29 


Crosslees  House, 

Tho rnli ebank . 

Dysentery,  ... 

Measles,  ... 

Pneumoni a,  ... 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Gastro  Enteritis, 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 


8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Caldwell  House,  Uplawmoor, 
Measles,  ... 


2 


2 


Dalbeth  Approved  School, 

Bishop  ton. 

Scarlet  Fever,  ...  2 


lykebar  Mental  Hospital, 
Paisley. 

-Erysipel  as, 

Measles,  ... 


Ersk ine  Hospital, 

Bishop  ton. 

Gastro  Enteritis,  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  . 2 


Tot  als, 


51 


20 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

In  spite  of  the  appeals  and  advice  of  District  Medical 
Officers  and  health  visitors  and  the  work  being  done  by 
general  medical  practitioners,  the  number  of  children  being 
protected  against  diphtheria  by  inoculation  remains  disappoint- 
ingly low  The  poor  response  in  infancy  is  to  a certain  extent 
caught  up  in  school  entrants  but  still  many  children  pass  on 
unprotected  to  later  school  years  The  continued  absence  of 
diphtheria  as  a crippling  and  killing  disease,  a happy  thing 
in  itself,  is  the  main  cause  of  the  apathy  and  the  same  is 
true  of  smallpox  The  Table  printed  below  shows  the  number 
immunised  and  the  number  of  maintenance  (booster)  inoculations 
given 


Year  of  Birth 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation 


Combined 
Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria 
Immunisation 


Maintenance 
Inocula zisns 


1955 

5 

141 

1954 

86 

848 

- 

1953 

19 

143 

4 

1952 

9 

44 

3 

1951 

11 

19 

30 

1950 

78 

18 

551 

1949 

176 

12 

354 

1948 

37 

3 

62 

1947 

4 

- 

12 

1946 

3 

- 

9 

1945 

13 

2 

55 

1944 

- 

3 

6 

1943 

- 

1 

5 

1942 

- 

- 

1941 

- 

- 

- 

19  40 

or  earl ier 

- 

- 

3 

441 

1,  234 

1, 094 
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TU  BERCULOSI S 

Report  by  Dr.  J.T.W.  Reid , 


The  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  combines  with  the  County 
Council  for  the  operation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Service  The 
total  population  served  is  156.972  made  up  by  the  County 
population  of  134, 178  and  the  Port  Glasgow  population  of 
22,794.  134  pulmonary  notifications  were  received  for  the 
County,  showing  a decrease  of  48  from  last  year1 s figure,  and 
20  notifications  were  received  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
again  a decrease  of  9 For  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  38 
pulmonary  cases  were  notified  and  5 non-pulmonary  showing  a 
decrease  from  1954  of  13  and  2 notifications  respectively  For 
the  County  this  is  the  smallest  number  of  pulmonary  notifica- 
tions received  since  1942  and  gives  an  incidence  rate  of  9 
per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  similar  to  that  just 
preceding  the  war  years  (1939  1945)  This  is  the  smallest 
number  of  pulmonary  notifications  received  for  Port  Glasgow 
since  1950  and  gives  an  incidence- rate  of  16  per  1,000  of  the 
population  which  is  the  lowest  incidence  rate  since  1941 
Though  these  figures  show  a decided  improvement,  there  is  no 
room  for  complacency.  The  local  authorities  must  concentrate 
all  their  efforts  and  thought  on  the  prevention  and  after-care 
of  the  disease  If  tuberculosis  is  to  be  eradicated  it  must  be 
treated  as  seriously  as  any  other  infectious  disease  and  all 
patients  who  are  sputum  positive  and  a source  of  infection  must 
be  isolated  as  far  as  practicable  from  the  rest  of  the  community. 
The  risk  can  be  greatly  diminished  provided  society  is  prepared 
to  make  a worthwhile  contribution  towards  the  patient  s welfare 
till  he  is  rendered  non- infectious  and  fit  to  resume  full  time 
employment  The  patient,  of  course,  must  play  his  part  by 
co-operating  fully  with  those  who  are  treating  him  and  provid- 
ing for  his  welfare 

The  following  Tables  show  the  incidence  of  the  pulmonary 
sand  non-pulmonary  forms  - in  Table  A over  the  past  seven 
lyears  and  in  Table  B over  the  period  since  1930  Table  C 
•gives  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notified  Cases 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  FOR  SEVEN  YEARS 


TABLE  A. 

(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


1949  1950 


County, 

9 1 

106 

Burghs 

Renfrew, 

35 

47 

Johnstone,  . . . 

20 

32 

Barrhead , ' ... 

38 

32 

Gourock, 

18 

23 

Port  Glasgow, 

58 

38 

260  278 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

108 

96 

71 

95 

64 

23 

27 

22 

21 

16 

31 

39 

37 

26 

25 

41 

19 

15 

25 

18 

22 

23 

17 

15 

11 

75 

84 

58 

51 

38 

300 

288 

220 

233 

172 

(b) 

Non'Pu i mona  y 

Tuberculosis 

1949 

19  50 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

County , ... 

15 

13 

19 

7 

12 

10 

6 

Burghs 

Renfrew, 

5 

2 

2 

2 

7 

6 

4 

Johnstone,  . . . 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

8 

6 

Barrhead, 

4 

6 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

Gourock, 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

Port  Glasgow, 

8 

6 

7 

7 

2 

7 

5 

40 

32 

32 

23 

29 

36 

25 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

19  38 

1939 

1940 

19  41 

19  4 2 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

19  48 

1949 

19  50 

1951 

19  5 2 

1953 

1954 

1955 
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TABLE  B 
NOTIFICATIONS 


Pulmonary 

Tubercu losi s 

Non-Pu Imonary 

Tuberculosis 

County 

Port  Glasgow 

Coun  ty 

Port  Glasgow 

72 

25 

41 

10 

90 

38 

6 1 

17 

96 

21 

54 

8 

122 

20 

52 

11 

111 

35 

42 

14 

90 

18 

33 

13 

111 

20 

40 

11 

10  5 

18 

34 

10 

87 

28 

35 

6 

10  8 

29 

44 

8 

125 

25 

40 

11 

171 

29 

50 

5 

134 

38 

37 

8 

20  1 

38 

43 

12 

183 

34 

47 

5 

267 

41 

47 

15 

183 

40 

30 

5 

19  2 

45 

39 

10 

200 

41 

42 

6 

20  2 

58 

35 

5 

240 

38 

30 

2 

225 

75 

25 

7 

20  4 

84 

16 

7 

16  2 

58 

27 

2 

182 

51 

29 

7 

134 

38 

20 

5 
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TABLE  C . 

REGISTER  OF  CASES 

The  Tables  given  below  show  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  of  Notified  Cases 


Total  Number 
on  Regi  ster. 

New  Cases 
during 

No tified 
1955- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pu  Imonary 

Pulmonary  P 

1 Son- 
'll Imonary 

County 

L 

andward 

518 

59 

64 

6 

Burgh 

of 

Renfrew 

159 

30 

16 

4 

Burgh 

of 

Johnstone 

225 

34 

25 

6 

Burgh 

0 f 

Barrhead 

168 

22 

18 

4 

Burgh 

of 

Gourock 

122 

16 

1 1 

Burgh 

0 f 

Port  Glasg 

ow  29  5 

38 

38 

5 

1,  487 

199 

172 

25 

DISPENSARY  SERVICE:  As  explained  in  last  year's  Report,  the 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  now  operating  their 
dispensary  service  in  three  centres  viz  Paisley  Greenock 
and  Giffnock  and  the  patients  from  the  various  areas  have 
their  own  days  when  they  can  attend  the  clinics  . - 


Paisley  Chest 
Clinic. 

Tuesday  morning 

Burgh  of  Renfrew 
surrounding  area 

and 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

Burgh  of  Barrhead 
surrounding  area 

and 

Wednesday  morning 

Burgh  of  Johnstone 
surrounding  area. 

and 

Greenock  Chest 
Clinic ' 

Tuesday  morning 

Burghs  of  Gourock 
I nverkip 

and 

Thursday  morning 

Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow 

Giffnock  Chest 
Clinic: 


Wednesday  afternoon, 
and  alternate  Friday 
afternoons. 
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The  Local  Health  Authority  clinics  still  continue  to 
function  Advice  on  prevention  is  given  to  the  patient  and 
social  problems  are  discussed  with  medical  officers  and  health 
visitors  For  the  past  two  years  the  County  medical  and  nursing 
staff  have  been  conducting  the  contact  clinics,  which  comprise 
skin  testing  and  the  administration  of  B C G vaccine  to 
children  under  15  years  of  age  and  to  any  person  over  that  age 
who  wishes  BCG  The  health  visitor  arranges  for  the  x-ray 
examinations  of  the  contacts  From  the  197  notifications 
received  755  contacts  were  examined  411  under  15  years  were 
tuberculin  tested  and  of  this  number  369  received  BCG  The 
total  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinics  made  by  the  contacts 
i amounted  to  1 546. 

In  view  of  the  small  number  of  children  requiring 
isolation  prior  to  receiving  BCG  it  was  decided  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Burghs  of  Paisley  and  Greenock  to  vacate  the 
premises  specially  reserved  for  this  purpose  at  Paisley 
Hoyal  Alexandra  Infirmary  Annexe  In  cases  where  it  was  still 
considered  necessary  or  advisable  to  have  the  child  in  residen- 
tial accommodation  during  the  period  of  B C G vaccination, 
ariangements  were  made  with  the  Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland  and 
also  with  Dumbarton  Burgh  Authority  to  admit  cases  During  the 
year  under  review  two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Infirmary 
Annexe  at  Paisley  prior  to  the  premises  being  vacated  and 
subsequently  five  were  admitted  to  other  residential  accommoda 
•tion  (four  to  Orphan  Homes  and  one  toC^osslet  House  Dumbarton), 

!OME  VISITING  During  the  year  the  health  visitors  paid  3 830 
visits  to  the  homes  of  tubercular  patients  (2  823  were  paid  to 
County  homes  and  1 007  to  homes  in  Port  Glasgow) 

I FTER-CARE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  Under  the  National  Health  Service 
Scotland)  Act  1947,  Section  27  local  health  authorities  are 
-empowered  to  make  arrangements  to  prevent  the  spread  of  tuber- 
:ulosis  and  for  the  care  and  after  care  and  rehabilitation 
•>f  those  suffering  from  the  disease  When  a patient  leaves  the 
■anatorium  he  may  still  require  to  be  under  treatment  at  his 
ocal  chest  clinic  and  in  some  cases  may  still  have  to  rest  at 
iome  for  part  of  the  day  When  the  disease  is  quiescent  and  he 
*s  fit  to  return  to  work  the  problem  of  finding  him  suitable 
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employment  can  be  a real  difficulty  if  he  cannot  return  to  his 
former  employment.  In  such  cases,  re-education  and  specialised 
training  may  be  necessary  to  fit  him  for  the  most  suitable  and 
productive  work.  In  the  County  11  people  received  assistance 
with  bed  and  bedding  at  a cost  of  £75. 3. 2d  and  two  pints  of 
milk  daily  were  supplied  free  of  charge  to  104  convalescent 
patients  at  a cost  of  approximately  £1 . 15/- a month  per  patient 
In  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  4 patients  received  bed  and 
bedding  at  a cost  of  £39.0,5d  and  milk  was  supplied  to  10 
patients.  Approximately  one-quarter  of  the  cost  of  the  bed  and 
bedding  is  recovered  from  the  patients.  Those  who  are  unable 
to  meet  the  cost  receive  an  allowance  from.  the  National 
Assistance  Board. 

HOUSING:  It  will  be  readily  realised  that  the  infectious 

patient  will  be  more  likely  to  infect  others  in  an  overcrowded 
bedroom  than  if  he  is  given  a room  to  himself  and  this  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  housing  and  tuberculosis  are  so  closely 
linked.  Rehousing,  in  some  cases,  lays  an  additional  financial 
burden  on  the  tuberculous  patient  but  in  the  long  run  it 
contributes  to  the  wellbeing  of  his  family.  The  Housing 
Authorities  in  the  County  allocated  eleven  houses  to  families 
where  members  suffered  from  open  tuberculosis  In  Port  Glasgow 
the  number  of  houses  so  allocated  was  thirteen.  In  all  24 
houses  were  provided  between  the  several  authorities  as  against 
47  in  the  previous  year. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS:  For  the  fifth  year  in 

succession  the  scheme  of  vaccination  in  Renfrewshire  schools 
was  carried  out.  The  skin  testing  and  reading  of  results  and 
the  vaccination  itself  were  carried  out  as  formerly  by  the 
school  medical  staff  In  every  case  the  family  doctor  of  each 
school  child  tested  and  immunised  was  informed  of  the  testing, 
its  result  and  of  any  subsequent  vaccination.  The  acceptance 
rate  in  the  County  was  78%,  the  same  as  last  year,  while  in 
Port  Glasgow  it  was  67.4%,  which  is  a decrease  of  7%  from  the 
previous  year.  Of  the  children  tested,  69%  in  the  County  and 
75%  in  the  Burgh  of  Port  Glasgow  were  found  to  be  negative  and 
required  protection  by  vaccination  and  it  is  disappointing 
that  the  acceptance  rate  is  not  higher  especially  when  these 
figures  are  borne  in  mind. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  School  Leavers  - Session  1955-56 
(Children  born  between  1,9.1941  and  31.8  1942), 


October  - December, 
Pre-Vaccination  Testing. 


No.  of  Leavers  to  whom  B.C.G.  was  offered 
No.  of  Acceptances 

No.  of  Acceptances  who  were  contacts 
No.  of  Absentees  and  left 

No.  given  1.  1000  kiantoux  (PPD(S))  and  read 
No.  Mantoux  Positive 
No.  Mantoux  Negative 
No.  given  B.  C.  G. 

B.C.G.  not  given  on  account  of 
clinical  reasons 


County 

(Landward  & 

Port 

Sm.  Burghs) 

Gl as  go w 

1,  179 

341 

9 20  = 

78.  1% 

230  = 67.  4% 

43 

9 

69 

4 

808 

217 

250  = 

30 . 9% 

53  = 24.  2% 

558  - 

69.  1% 

164  * 75.  8% 

550 

164 

8 


January  - April,  1956, 

Post- Vaccination  Test  1/1000  Mantoux  (PPD(S)). 


No.  of  Children  Tested  156 

Percentage  of  Children  Tested  21.8% 

No.  Mantoux  1/1000  Positive  156 


RESEARCH.  The  B.C.G. /Vole  Study  at  the  Orphan  Homes  was 
commenced  in  September,  1951,  and  continued  during  the  following 
years  This  is  the  second  last  year  of  the  Study.  The  first 
Paper  was  accepted  and  published  by  the  Journal  of  Tuber- 
culosis (April,  1953)  and  requests  for  copies  have  come  from 
all  over  the  world.  The  second  Paper  was  accepted  by  the 
British  Medical  Association  and  published  in  January  1955. 


HASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY  During  the  first  two  months  of 
the  year,  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visited  factories 
in  Renfrew,  Johnstone,  Elderslie,  Bishopton,  Neilston  and 
Linwood.  6,872  workers  availed  themselves  of  this  service  and 
296  (4.3%)  were  recalled  for  full-sized  plates  of  the  chest. 
Of  this  number  159  had  a pulmonary  tubercular  lesion  (24  were 
known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis)  108  had  old  healed 
lesions  23  required  further  investigation  and  the  remaining 
4 had  a pleural  infection  These  findings  are  similar  to  those 
usually  found  in  comparable  groups  of  people  examined  in 
Scotland  All  those  examined  by  full-sized  films  were  informed 
of  the  findings  and  their  family  doctors  received  amedical 
report  on  the  x-ray  findings 
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CONVALESCENT  HOME  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  local  authority  has  no  convalescent  home  of  its  own 
but  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  mothers  and  children 
under  five  are  sent  for  convalescence  to  Glasgow  and  District 
Coast  Homes  at  Saltcoats,  the  County  Council  making  a donation 
to  the  Homes. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  County  Council  approved 
the  appointment  of  a chiropodist  and  the  scheme  drawn  up  for 
this  work  was  approved  by  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland.  A chiropodist  was  appointed  and  took  up  duty  in 
November  The  service  is  made  available  on  production  of  a 
medical  certificate  that  the  person  needs  attention  and  that 
there  is  no  medical  contra-indication.  Each  person  pays  a 
small  sum  for  each  treatment.  In  the  Small  Burghs  the  service 
is  provided  in  the  premises  already  used  by  the  County  Council 
for  their  other  health  functions.  Elsewhere  local  halls  are 
being  used,  In  the  short  time  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  during 
which  the  service  was  in  operation  centres  were  opened  in  the 
four  Small  Burghs  and  in  the  Landward  area  of  the  County  at 
Eaglesham,  Clarkston  and  Kilmacolm  91  persons  attended  for 
treatment 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Report  by  Dr.  S.  Thomson, 


The  following  Table  shows  details  of  births  registered 
and  notified  within  the  County. 


Number 

Registered 


Number 
No tifi ed 


CO 

4o 

«0 

-C 

D 

3 

•45 

40 

6 

4o 

k. 

3 

'Id 

k. 

•i«d 

E= 

40 

•id 

Q5 

■ri 

•id 

i 

40 

•*» 

^d 

tJO 

l-*d 

•id 

<->o 

’Id 

CO 

-c 

CO 

c E 

40 

« o 

v. 

• lO 

4o 

55 

3 

9 

k. 

l^d 

•id 

40 

•id 

a tjo 

>-o 

3 3 

QQ 

~ c 

'Id 

o 

i 

•id  - lO 

k> 

k. 

•—j 

3.  <0 

• Id 

«-o 

CO  W. 

6 

•l*» 

O 3 

o 

o 

4o 

5;^ 

Q 

CQ 

CO 

County 

L andward 

1.  158 

4 1 

1,  199 

29 

403 

4 34 

344 

27 

Burgh 

of  Renfrew 

3 37 

7 

344 

7 

10  2 

149 

92 

9 

Burgh 

of  Johnstone 

30  3 

8 

311 

14 

142 

130 

49 

12 

Burgh 

of  Barrhead 

278 

8 

286 

11 

87 

126 

82 

11 

Burgh 

of  Gourock 

131 

4 

135 

6 

2 

50 

87 

7 

2,  207 

68 

2.  275 

67 

736 

889 

654 

66 

Burgh 

of 

Port  Glasgow 

514 

11 

525 

12 

116 

232 

175 

1 1 

STILL- BIRTHS. 

There  were  67  still-births  in  1955  as  compared  with  60 
in  1954  The  still-birth  rate  was  29,  that  for  all  Scotland 
being  25.  The  two  main  causes  of  still-birth  are  ante-partum 
haemorrhage  and  congenital  malformation  of  the  foetus.  The 
number  of  foetal  deaths  due  to  the  former  emphasises  the 
importance  of  vigilant  ante-natal  care  As  regards  the  latter, 
recent  research  on  the  early  ante-natal  period  gives  hope  that 
some  of  these  abnormalities  of  development  may  be  prevented 
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STILL- BIRTHS 


1955 


The  causes  of  the  still-births  are  summarised  below 


Chronic  disease  in  mother  - 
Diabetes  ...  . . . 


Diseases  and  conditions  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ...  12 

Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  4 


Difficulties  in  labour  - 
Abnormal  presentations 
Prolonged  labour 


Other  Causes  in  the  mother 
Fall 


Placental  and  Cord  Conditions  - 
Placental  insufficiency 
Placental  infarct  ... 
Premature  separation  of  placenta 
Placenta  Praevia  ... 

Prolapse  of  cord  ... 

Torsion  and  knotting  of  cord 


3 

3 
1 
2 
1 

4 


Congenital  Malformation  of  foetus 


13 


Diseases  of  foetus  and  ill-defined  causes 
Erythroblastosis  ...  ... 

Prematurity  ...  ... 

Atelectasis  ... 

Intra- uterine  death  - cause  unknown 


2 

2 

3 

9 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


Number  of 
Births 


Number  of 
Deaths 


Rate  per 
1 , 000  Births 


County 

Landward 

1.  199 

26 

21 

Burgh 

of 

Renfrew 

344 

12 

35 

Burgh 

of 

Johnstone 

311 

12 

39 

Burgh 

of 

Barrhead 

286 

9 

3 1 

Burgh 

of 

Gourock 

135 

3 

22 

2.  275 

62 

27 

Burgh  of 
Port  Glasgow 


525 


26 


50 
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INFANT  DEATHS; 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  (excluding  Port 
Glasgow)  is  27.  This  rate  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  The  rate 
for  the  whole  of  Scotland  is  30  Of  the  42  neonatal  deaths.  14 
occurred  in  the  first  24  hours,  19  between  the  1st  and  3rd 
days,  and  6 between  the  3rd  and  7th  days  The  remaining  3 
deaths  were  at  8,  9 and  10  days  6 children  died  at  home,  29 
in  hospital  and  7 in  nursing  homes  Prematurity  remains  the 
chief  cause  of  death  followed  by  congenital  malformations; 
pneumonia  and  respiratory  infections  being  a major  cause  of 
death  over  the  age  of  4 weeks  Four  children  were  found  dead 
in  their  cots  3 of  these  deaths  were  attributed  to  inhalation 
of  vomit  and  1 to  natural  causes  All  these  babies  were 
artificially  fed  Of  the  20  deaths  from  4 weeks  to  1 year  the 
type  of  feeding  was  known  in  18  and  only  one  of  these  infants 
was  breast  fed  In  this  case  death  was  due  to  a congenital 
abnormality  Surely  an  indication  again  of  the  protection 
afforded  to  the  infant  by  breast  feeding 

The  various  causes  of  the  infant  deaths  are  set  out  below;- 


Certified  Cause  of  Death 

Birth  to 
4 weeks „ 

4 weeks  to 
12  nonshs. 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 

Prematurity,'  ...  ... 

22 

_ 

22 

Congenital  Malformations, 

4 

6 

10 

Asphyxia  and  Atelectasis, 

7 

- 

7 

Accidental  Asphyxia,  ... 

- 

4 

4 

Birth  Injury  and  Debility, 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms), 

1 

3 

4 

Respiratory  Infections, 

1 

4 

5 

Whooping  Cough, 

- 

1 

1 

haemorrhagic  Disease  of 

Newborn,  ...  ... 

4 

- 

4 

•Erythroblastosis,  ... 

2 

- 

2 

•Pound  Dead  - Natural 

C auses,  ... 

- 

1 

1 

•Other  Causes.  ... 

- 

1 

1 

42 

20 

62 

20 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  OVER  ONE  YEAR 

In  the  age-group  1-5  years,  there  were  13  deaths.  3 of 
these  were  due  to  accidents  in  the  home  The  staff  of  this 
Department  are  endeavouring  by  talks  at  Clinics  and  in  the 
mothers'  own  homes  to  prevent  accidents  to  young  children 
which  even  if  they  do  not  result  in  loss  of  life  cause  much 
suffering  and  may  result  in  permanent  disability.  Of  the  5 
deaths  caused  by  infectious  diseases,  2were  due  to  tuberculosis. 
2 to  pneumonia,  and  1 to  meningitis. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY : 

During  1955  there  were  2 deaths  due  to  causes  related 
to  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  Both  occurred  in  Thornhill 
Maternity  Hospital  The  certified  causes  of  death  were  :- 

1.  Eclampsia  of  Pregnancy. 

2.  Placenta  Praevia. 

Post-operative  Peritonitis.  Paralytic  Ileus. 

This  represents  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.85  per  1.000 
births.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  0.5  per  1,000  births. 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS : 

The  work  of  these  clinics  continued  to  be  carried  out  as 
in  former  years  and  the  Health  Department,  under  arrangements 
made  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  is  still  responsible 
for  the  booking  of  cases  for  admission  to  Thornhill  Hospital 
and  the  Rankin  Memorial  Maternity  Hospital  and  also  for  the 
ante-natal  care  of  the  mothers  so  booked.  There  is  still  the 
same  pressure  on  hospital  accommodation  and  it  is  impossible 
to  admit  to  hospital  all  those  who  make  application.  Accord- 
ingly the  scheme  for  priority  bookings  based  on  medical 
and  obstetric  conditions  and  on  social  conditions  continued  to 
be  the  criterion  by  which  each  application  was  judged 

The  valuable  work  of  the  two  mothercraft  teachers  in 
giving  mothercraft  instruction  and  preparation  for  the  forth- 
coming confinement  was  an  integral  part  of  the  ante-natal 
clinics  and  particular  attention  is  paid  not  only  to  preparation 


21 


for  breast  feeding  but  also  to  relaxation  exercises  and  the 
cultivation  of  an  attitude  of  mind  aimed  at  achieving  natural 
childbirth 


ROUTINE  X-RAY  EXAMINATION: 

Routine  X-Ray  examination  of  the  chest  in  ante-natal 
mothers  from  the  main  part  of  the  County  was  begun  in  January 
and  of  mothers  from  Port  Glasgow  and  Gourock  and  the  western 
end  of  the  County  in  May,  During  the  year  713  mothers  were 
examined  from  the  County  and  198  from  Port  Glasgow 


The  Tables  given  below  show  the  work  done  at  the  Ante- 
Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 


Number  of  Total  Number  of 

Expectant  Mothers  Attendances 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Centre 


Barrhead,  ...  ... 

193 

1.  216 

Gif fnock,  ...  ... 

131 

7 14 

Gourock,  ...  ... 

139 

793 

Johnstone,  ...  ... 

511 

3,  168 

Renfrew,  ...  ... 

224 

1.  296 

Total,  ... 

1.  198 

7.  187 

Port  Glasgow, 

40  1 

2,  245 

POST-NATAL  CLINICS 
Centre 


Number  of  Mothers 


Total 

A t tendances 


Barrhead, 

75 

89 

Gif fnock, 

53 

56 

Gourock , 

39 

41 

J ohnstone , 

223 

249 

Renfrew, 

71 

78 

Total.  ...  461  513 


74 


Port  Glasgow, 


72 


22 


DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS. 

The  County  Council  has  a scheme  for  the  provision  of 
dentures  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  The  mothers  are 
inspected  by  the  County  Council  s dental  surgeon  and  treatment 
recommended  The  mothers  then  attend  their  private  dental 
surgeon  for  treatment  payment  being  made  on  an  agreed  scale 
During  the  year  271  mothers  obtained  dentures  under  this 
scheme 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

On  1st  June  a Child  Welfare  Centre  for  the  Clarkston 
area  was  opened  in  Stamperland  Church  Hall.  The  Centre  is 
held  fortnightly  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  has  been  well 
attended 

The  Table  given  below  shows  the  work  done  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres  and  the  Toddlers  Clinics 


Total 

Attending  Attendances 


CHILD  WELFARE 

CENTRES 

Under 
1 year 

Over 
1 year 

Under 
1 year 

Over 
1 year 

Barrhead 

2 

sessions 

weekly 

313 

143 

2,  340 

775 

Bridge  of  Weir 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

40 

25 

243 

122 

Busby 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

6P 

29 

448 

177 

•Clarkston 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

59 

14 

357 

44 

Eagl esham 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

60 

13 

694 

265 

Giffnock 

1 

session 

weekly 

20  5 

62 

1.  297 

385 

Gourock 

1 

session 

weekly 

174 

60 

1,  673 

146 

Johnstone 

2 

sessions 

weekly 

271 

36 

1,  442 

99 

Kilmacolm 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

47 

7 

212 

30 

Linwood 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

57 

23 

371 

65 

Lochwinnoch 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

45 

23 

286 

111 

Neilston 

1 

session 

fortnightly 

73 

48 

505 

193 

Renfrew 

3 

sessions 

weekly 

309 

6 

2,  357 

45 

Total,  ... 

1,  722 

489 

12.  225 

2.  457 

Port  Glasgow  - 

king  Street 

2 

sessions 

weekly 

290 

77 

2,095 

227 

Woodhal 1 

1 

session 

weekly 

10  2 

47 

601 

79 

Total,  ... 

39  2 

124 

2,696 

306 

• Commenced  in  June  1955. 
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TODDLERS’  CLINICS: 


Johnstone, 

Renfrew, 


Att ending 


To  ta  l 

Att endanc  es 


180  582 

222  545 


Total, 


402 


1,  127 


DENTAL  CARE  OF  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN: 

In  November  a start  was  made  of  the  inspection  and 
treatment  of  pre-school  children  by  the  County  Council’ s 
dental  surgeons  14  children  were  inspected  and  treated  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  to  expand  this  valuable 
preventive  service  but  the  present  shortage  of  dental  surgeons 
is  a limiting  factor  to  the  amount  of  work  that  can  be 
undertaken. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


County  Port  Glasgow 

Number  of  cases  notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  Midwives.  9 3 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  Health  Visitors. 

Number  of  cases  where  infection 
was  gonococcal. 

Number  of  cases  treated  in 
Residential  Institutions. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there 
was  appreciable  loss  of  vision. 


PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  IN  FAMILIES 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  Report  to  the  arrange- 
ments whereby  the  appropriate  officials,  with  the  County  Clerk 
acting  as  Chairman,  formed  a Co-ordinating  Committee  to  deal 
with  problems  of  a social  nature  in  households  in  the  area. 
These  arrangements  continued  and  meetings  were  held  from  time 
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to  time  to  discuss  difficulties  of  individual  families  The 
original  information  regarding  difficulties  came  from  varied 
sources  - Health  Visitor.  Welfare  Officer,  Authorised  Officer 
Home  Help  Supervisor  Sanitary  Inspector  Housing  Inspectress 
and  County  House  Factor  Whatever  the  source  of  information 
further  particulars  on  the  household  were  obtained  from  the 
other  departments  and  a picture  was  built  up  in  each  case  and 
then  a decision  was  reached  as  to  the  official  or  officials 
most  appropriate  to  deal  with  the  family.  The  scheme  appears 
to  be  bearing  fruit  several  cases  having  been  helped  to  a 
better  basis  of  living  The  exchange  of  information  amongst 
the  officials  is  valuable  not  only  as  an  aid  to  the  solution 
of  the  family  problem  but  also  that  each  is  forewarned  of  the 
possibilities  of  having  to  take  action  if  conditions  in  the 
family  do  not  improve 


HEALTH  VISITING 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  is  still  below  the 
establishment  and  the  visiting  of  mothers  and  young  children 
in  their  homes  is  not  so  frequent  as  it  should  be  Temporary 
Health  Visitors  (i  e State  Registered  Nurses  without  the 
Health  Visitor  s Certificate)  continue  to  be  employed  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  in  fully  trained  staff 

Number  of  home  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  . - 


Court  ty 

Port  Gl 

as  go ir 

No. vi si  ted 

Total  Visits 

No. visited 

Total  Vi. 

Infants  under 
1 year. 

3,  778 

12,  262 

935 

4,834 

Children  (1-5 
years) . 

6,  123 

16,  856 

1,  817 

4,  843 

Expectant 

toothers. 

27  2 

30  2 

86 

91 

Special  Visits. 

97 

158 

37 

37 

WELFARE  FOODS: 


This  is  the  term  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood  for 
National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin 
A & D tablets  which  are  issued  free  or  at  a reduced  price  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five.  The 
distribution  of  welfare  foods  is  undertaken  by  local  author- 
ities under  Section  22  (Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children)  of 
the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  There  are  23 
distribution  centres  in  the  County,  many  of  which  are  staffed 
by  voluntary  workers.  A word  of  thanks  is  due  to  these  ladies 
for  their  valuable  services. 

In  spite  of  exhortation  and  encouragement,  mothers  do 
not  use  the  vitamin  supplements  as  they  should  and  it  is  often 
in  those  families  where  the  mother  and  children  would  benefit 
most  from  the  vitamin  tablets,  cod  liver  oil  or  orange  juice 
that  the  mother  does  not  trouble  to  collect  them  However 
since  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  became  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  County  Council  the  amount  of  the  vitamin  supplements 
issued  has  steadily  increased 
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MIDWIFERY: 


The  Midwifery  Service  in  the  County  was  provided  partly 
by  a staff  of  domiciliary  midwives  and  partly  by  those 
district  nurses  who  also  undertake  midwifery  58  State 
Certified  Midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise 
midwifery  during  1955  in  the  County  area  and  7 in  Port  Glasgow 

Of  the  confinements  during  the  year  of  mothers  normally 
resident  in  the  County,  38  per  cent  (889  births)  took  place 
at  home.  In  Port  Glasgow  the  proportion  was  somewhat  higher, 
viz  - 44  per  cent  (232  births).  The  Table  on  page  27  shows 
the  arrangements  made  for  attendance  on  these  domiciliary 
confinements 

The  use  of  analgesia  in  childbirth  by  the  administration 
of  nitrous  oxide  and  air  was  made  available  through  the  staff 
of  midwives  and  district  nurse  midwives  all  of  whom  are 
trained  in  the  use  of  the  apparatus  The  apparatus  is  not  used 
in  every  case  many  doctors  preferring  to  give  analgesia  by 
other  drugs,  but  the  large  majority  of  the  patients  receiving 
this  method  of  analgesia  profess  to  having  experienced 
considerable  relief  with  it  The  number  of  mothers  receiving 
nitrous  oxide  and  air  analgesia  during  the  year  was  325  (179 
County  and  146  Port  Glasgow) 

The  Chief  Constable  has  again  granted  facilities  in  the 
Small  Burghs  and  in  Port  Glasgow  for  apparatus  to  be  kept  at 
Police  Stations 
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DOMICILIARY  CASES: 


Rational  Health  Service 


Doctor  engaged  and  present 
at  confinement,  ...  ... 

Doctor  engaged  but  not  present 
at  confinement,  ...  ... 

Midwi f e alone,  ...  ... 


Totals, 


Midwives  employed 
by  Local  Autnori ty. 


Coun ty 


Port  Glasgow 


285 


18 


577 


214 


862 


232 


Private  Cases 


Doctor  and  midwife  engaged,... 

Midwife  alone,  no  doctor 
engaged,  ...  . . . 


Private  practising  Midwives , 


County  Port  Glasgow 


27 


Totals, 


27 
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HOME  NURSING: 

The  service  of  Home  Nursing  provides  for  the  care  and 
nursing  in  their  homes  of  cases  of  illness  at  the  request  of 
the  family  doctor  This  work  is  carried  out  by  district  nurses 
in  the  whole-time  employment  of  the  local  authority  Some  of 
these  district  nurses  in  addition  to  their  home  nursing  duties 
also  act  as  domiciliary  midwives.  The  Table  below  gives 
details  of  the  nursing  service  in  each  area  and  the  number  of 
visits  paid  during  the  year.  Areas  where  the  district  nurse 
has  a dual  duty  are  marked  by  an  asterisk.  The  number  of 
nurses  in  the  Clarkston  area  was  increased  during  the  year 
from  one  to  two.  The  additional  district  nurse  employed  also 
acted  as  health  visitor  for  part  of  her  time. 


No.  of  No.  of 


District 

Nurses 

Visi ts 

Barrhead 

3 

3,  696 

Bi shopton 

1 

1,483 

Bridge  of  Weir 

1 

1,  756 

Busby 

1 

2,  725 

Clarkston 

2 

3,  306 

Eaglesham 

1 

2,075 

Gour ock 

2 

3,  197 

Houston 

1 

1,  205 

Ho  wwood 

1 

1, 8 27 

Inverkip 

1 

1,616 

Johnstone 

3 

6,921 

Kilmacolm 

1 

693 

Lochwinnoch 

1 

1,  415 

Neilston 

2 

2,  914 

Newton  Hearns 

1 

8 27 

Renfrew 

2 

3,048 

Thornliebank 

1 

1.  319 

Port  Glasgow 

3 

8, 8 26 

28 

48, 849 

Average  number  of  Patients  attended  each  month,  236 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE: 

The  demand  upon  the  service  continues  The  service 
provides  for  help  in  maternity  cases,  cases  of  illness  and  for 
the  aged  and  infirm.  At  the  end  of  the  year  29  helps  were 
employed.  During  the  year  359  cases  were  assisted,  the  usual 
period  of  help  being  2 to  3 weeks  Of  these,  128 were  maternity 
cases  127  cases  of  illness  (including  3 tuberculosis  cases) 
and  104  cases  were  aged  and  infirm. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD-MINDERS’  REGULATION  ACT , 1948: 

There  was  no  action  required  during  the  year  under  this 
Act  There  are  no  nurseries  registered  in  the  area  and  there 
are  no  child-minders  registered 


NURSING  HOMES: 

The  routine  visits  required  under  the  Nursing  Homes 
Regulation  (Scotland)  Act,  1938,  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  the  case  of  the  two  nursing  homes  in  the  area  namely, 
Lynnhurst  Nursing  Home,  Johnstone,  which  deals  with  aged  and 
infirm  cases  and  the  Orchard  Park  Nursing  Home,  Giffnock, 
which  is  a maternity  home  Premises,  registers  and  records 
were  examined  and  inspected  at  these  visits,  and  no  exception 
was  taken  to  the  administration  of  the  homes  which  are  well 
conducted, 
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PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

The  County  Council  undertake  Port  Health  duties  at 
Renfrew  Airport  on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland  During  the  year  a new  service  was  inaugurated  by 
Plugfelag  Islands  (Icelandic  Airways)  from  Reykjavik  and  from 
Copenhagen  Apart  from  this  regular  service,  the  other  foreign 
flights  were  holiday  period  services  to  and  from  France  and 
certain  Scandinavian  flights  on  special  charter 


FOOD  SUPPLY 

This  matter  is  dealt  with  principally  in  the  Report  of 
the  County  Sanitary  Inspector.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  say 
that  frequent  consultation  takes  place  between  officials  on 
any  matters  felt  to  be  of  joint  interest  or  importance  to 
medical  and  sanitary  officials,  for  example,  in  the  visitation 
of  dairy  farms  where  infectious  disease  occurs  and  in  the 
action  taken  thereon.  Similar  joint  action  is  taken  in  the  case 
of  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst  food  workers  especially 
those  handling  milk  and  unwrapped  ice  cream.  There  were  no 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  notified  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  Two  sharp  but  circumscribed  out- 
breaks in  a neighbouring  Authority,  both  following  weddings, 
were  followed  up  so  far  as  contacts  in  this  area  were  con- 
cerned. Confirmation  of  cases  was  obtained  but  unfortunately 
no  bacteriological  evidence  to  assist  in  tracking  down  the 
source  of  infection. 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 
Report  by  Welfare  Services  Officer, 


RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Enquiries  from  and  on  behalf  of  aged  persons  requiring 
residential  accommodation  were  numerous  during  the  year  but, 
as  referred  to  in  the  last  Report  the  incidence  of  frailty 
and  infirmity  (often  mental)  among  applicants  becomes  increas- 
ingly evident  There  is  now  little  doubt  that  the  old  person 
who  is  comparatively  fit  mentally  and  possesses  a degree  of 
mobility  has  no  wish  to  leave  his  or  her  home  and  that  is  as 
it  should  be  Supplementary  services  now  available  by  way  of 
Home  Nursing  Home  Helps  Chiropody  Voluntary  Old  People- s 
Welfare  Committees  and  Meals  on  Wheels  are  contributing  in  a 
limited  way  to  the  general  welfare  of  aged  persons  living 
alone  or  with  only  an  aged  partner  These  services  must 
necessarily  be  expanded  and  developed  as  a useful  contribution 
to  the  problem  of  the  ageing  population.. 

On  the  othe’-  hand  the  burden  on  residential  services 
becomes  heavier  as  a result  of  the  infirm  nature  of  those  who 
urgently  require  care  and  attention  The  two  Homes  in  the 
County  Pordbank  and  Newark,  for  example,  carried  a large 
proportion  of  aged  persons  who  required  constant  assistance 
and  attention  from  the  staff  It  has  become  more  and  more 
difficult  to  effect  a reasonable  balance  in  admission  between 
the  comparatively  fit  and  those  not  so  fit  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  urgent  cases  are  generally  in  the  latter  category.. 

Full  use  was  made  of  Fordbank  and  Newark  during  the  year 
as  well  as  such  other  accommodation  as  could  be  found  in 
Voluntary  Homes.  Without  the  latter  we  would  have  difficulty 
in  satisfying  urgent  needs  Due  to  difficulties  outwith  the 
control  of  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  no  progress  falls  to 
be  reported  on  the  proposed  new  Home  at  Gourock 
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The  position  with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  Part  III 
Accommodation  at  the  Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary  Annexe,  Craw 
Road,  is  more  hopeful,  however,  and  by  the  early  sunnier  of  1956 
it  is  expected  that  tenders  for  the  work  will  have  been 
considered  and  the  contract  placed. 

Notwithstanding  the  limited  nature  of  hospital  and 
residential  accommodation  for  old  persons  presently  available, 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  hospitals  in  the  Paisley  area 
of  family  doctors  and  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  no  needy  case  has  been  known  to  be  left 
without  a solution.  In  so  far  as  the  County  Homes  are  concerned 
this  review  would  be  incomplete  without  a reference  to  the 
Matrons  and  staffs.  Both  Homes  operated  smoothly  during  the 
year  and  the  Matrons  and  staffs  are  to  be  complimented  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  their  duties  were  performed  and  for 
the  kindly  care  and  interest  shown  to  the  residents  at  all 
times.  The  services  rendered  by  visiting  Ministers  is  greatly 
appreciated  as  are  the  many  services  rendered  by  voluntary 
organisations  and  their  members  in  providing  entertainment  for 
the  residents. 

Deaths  in  the  Homes  during  the  year  were  as  follows  - 


Ford  bank . 
N ewark, 


Males 


Festal  es 


1 

2 


4 

3 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  persons  for 
whom  accommodation  was  provided  at  the  beginning  and  close  of 
the  year  : - 
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Insti  tu tions 

Numbers 

at 

i'1/55 

Admi  t ted 
during 
year 

Discharg- 
ed during 
year 

Remaining 

at 

31/12' 55' 

To  tal 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary 

Annexe,  Paisley,  

21 

13 

15 

8 

13 

8 

23 

13 

36 

Fordbank  House, 

Mil 1 iken  Park, 

9 

19 

4 

6 

6 

4 

7 

21 

28 

Newark  House,  Paisley,... 

16 

17 

2 

5 

3 

5 

15 

17 

32 

Crookston  Home,  Glasgow, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

! 

Craigmoray  Institution, 

Elgin,  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Epileptic  Colony, 

Bridge  of  Weir , 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

St.  Andrew  s Convent, 

Hawick,  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Church  of  Scotland 
Eventide  Homes  - 

Eastwoodhill , Giffnock, 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

7 

Baxter  House,  Glasgow, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Auchinlee,  Campbeltown, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Clyde  View,  Helensburgh, 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Blair  House,  Trossachs, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Salvation  Army  Eventide 
Homes  - 

Laidlaw,  Bute, 

1 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

4 

5 

Baldoran,  Milton  of 

Campsie,  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Methlan  Park,  Dumbarton, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Raisdale,  Barrhead, 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Jewish  Old  Age  Home, 

Glasgow,  ...  ... 

* 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

" 

Gleniffer  Home,  Paisley, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Woodmailing  Eventide  Home, 

Glasgow,  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Scott  House,  Glasgow,  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Nazareth  House,  Cardonald, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Anderson  s Institution, 

Elgin,  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

“ 

- 

Belleaire  Eventide  Home, 

iGreenock,  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Flanders  House,  Glasgow, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

-Lainshaw  House,  Stewarton, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Eventide 

Home,  Bearsden,  ... 

1 

- 

1 

” 

" 

“ 

56 

68 

24 

28 

23 

22 

57 

74 

131 
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TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Muirhead  House,  Linwood 

Seven  families  were  accommodated  against  eleven  discharged 
during  the  year,  leaving  seven  families  still  in  residence  at 
31st  December.  Of  the  families  admitted,  five  had  been  turned 
out  of  furnished  accommodation,  one  had  to  leave  a tied 
house  on  the  imprisonment  of  the  husband  and  one  was  evicted 
from  a County  Council  house.  Of  the  families  discharged  nine 
were  re-housed  by  the  County  Council,  one  by  Barrhead  Town 
Council  and  one  was  transferred  to  the  Caretaker  s House  on 
the  husband's  appointment  as  Caretaker  (part-time) 


The  comparative  position  with  the  previous  year  is  as 
follows  - 


Adults 

In  residence  at  3 1/  12/  1954.  17 

In  residence  at  3 1/  12/  1955.  14 


Dep endan ts 

34  (11  fami lies) 

24  (7  families)] 


R . A . I . Annexe 


In  addition  to  the  above  two  adult  females  were  in 
temporary  accommodation  at  the  R A. I Annexe  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  Both  left  during  the  year  but  one  was 
re-admitted  in  September.  Six  families  were  admitted  as  a 
result  of  being  homeless  but  four  left  after  a matter  of  days 
The  children  of  one  family  were  passed  to  the  temporary  care 
of  the  Children  s Department.  One  family  consisting  of  a 
mother,  two  adult  sons  and  five  other  dependants  admitted  in 
October  were  still  accommodated  at  the  end  of  the  year  This 
family  had  been  forced  to  leave  a County  Council  house  or 
account  of  the  threatening  behaviour  of  the  father  Court 
action  is  pending  by  the  wife  for  aliment  and  custody  of  the 
children 
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REMOVAL  OF  PERSONS  IN  URGENT  NEED  OF  CARE. 

SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948: 

Compulsory  powers  were  applied  in  the  case  of  two  aged 
persons  found  to  be  requiring  care  and  attention  and  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  as  follows  : - 

Barrhead  (Council  house),  ...  ...  i female. 

Renfrew  (privately  rented  house),  ...  i female. 


BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD: 

In  terms  of  Section  50  of  the  Act,  the  bodies  of  eight 
persons  and  two  still-born  children  were  disposed  of  by  burial. 
These  occurred  as  follows  : - 


Caldwell  House  Certified  Institution,  ...  ...  1 

Dykebar  Mental  Hospital,  ...  ...  2 

Spileptic  Colony,  Bridge  of  Weir,  1 

Johnstone  Cottage  Hospital,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Neilston,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

R.A.l.  Annexe  (Part  III),  ...  ...  ...  2 

Thornhill  Maternity  Hospital,  ...  ...  ...  2 (still- 

born) 
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WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS: 

( 1)  Blind  Persons  - The  needs  of  this  group  among  the 
handicapped  continued  to  be  met  under  arrangements  made  in 
accordance  with  the  County  Council  s Scheme  with  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Local  Authorities  in  South  West  Scotland  for  (a) 
Workshop  Employment,  and  (b)  Domiciliary  Services 

Nine  blind  persons  from  the  County  area 
are  employed  in  the  Workshops  at  Glasgow  travelling  expenses 
being  met  where  necessary  by  the  County  Council  Free  travel- 
ling facilities  on  Glasgow  Corporation  Transport  system  are 
made  available  to  all  blind  workers  and  to  certain  other 
registered  blind  persons  where  the  circumstances  warrant,  the 
cost  of  the  annual  Corporation  pass  being  met  by  the  County 
Council. 


Domiciliary  services,  home  visiting, 
teaching  of  Braille,  handcrafts  wireless  and  the  organisation 
of  club  social  and  recreational  functions  are  undertaken  by 
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one  full-time  Home  Teacher  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind 

These  services  are  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the 
Outdoor  Mission  Increased  requisitions  now  approximately 
double  the  salary  of  the  Home  Teacher,  are  indicative  of 
rising  administrative  costs. 

Since  the  Welfare  Services  Department  is  now  developing 
its  services  among  other  categories  of  handicapped  persons  it 
would  seem  reasonable,  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  economy- 
in  administration,  consideration  will  require  to  be  given  at 
an  early  date  to  the  co-ordination  of  all  services  for 
handicapped  persons. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  141  (62  males,  79  females)  an  increase  of  10 
(9  males,  1 female)  over  the  previous  year.  27  persons  were 
registered  for  the  first  time 

The  employment  condition  of  persons  on  the  Register  is 
as  follows  - 


(a)  Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind, 

(b)  Employed  elsewhere,  ...  ... 

(c)  Undergoing  training,  ...  ... 

(d)  Trained  but  unemployed,  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Unemployed  but  trainable,  4 

(f)  Not  available  for  employment 

(housewives,  retired  persons,  etc  ),  ...  63 

(g)  Unemployable,  ...  ...  51 

(h)  Under  16  years  of  age,  ...  ...  2 

(i)  At  school  or  receiving  education 

at  home  (16  years  to  20  years),  1 
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Age  groups  of  all  blind  persons  on  Register 


Ma  les 


5 

to 

15 

years. 

* 

18 

to 

20 

years  f 

- 

21 

to 

29 

years , 

2 

30 

to 

39 

years, 

4 

40 

to 

49 

years 

1 1 

50 

to 

59 

years, 

10 

60 

to 

64 

years. 

6 

65 

to 

69 

years, 

4 

70 

+ 

years, 

25 

F emal  es 

2 

1 

6 

8 

8 

5 

13 

36 


62 


79 
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(2)  (a)  Cripples  and  other  Handicapped  Persons. 

(b)  Deaf  or  Dumb  Persons. 

Domiciliary  Services  for  persons  in  the  first  category 
provided  directly  by  the  County  Council,  made  an  appreciable 
advance  during  the  year  with  the  appointment  to  the  staff  of  a 
qualified  and  experienced  Occupational  Therapist,  By  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  53  handicapped  persons  on  the  visiting 
list  of  these  21  were  infirm  people  in  the  County1 s Old 
Peopled  Homes  and  32  were  physically  handicapped  persons 
living  at  home  Among  the  latter  were  the  following  disabili- 
ties : - 


All  are  visited  at  least  once  a month  the  majority 
fortnightly  and  some  either  weekly  or  bi-weekly  according  to 
need  Instruction  in  handcrafts  or  home  occupation  is  given 
according  to  the  capabilities  of  the  individual  equipment 
being  adapted  where  necessary.  Crafts  being  undertaken  include 
weaving  basketry  and  cane  work,  lamp  shades,  simple  mop-heads 
face-towels,  embroidery,  etc  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
regular  contact  maintained  by  the  Occupational  Therapist  has 
contributed  something  at  least  towards  a brighter  outlook  for 
these  handicapped  persons  The  ability  to  produce  worthwhile 
articles  or  to  engage  in  crafts,  while  a painstaking  process 
for  some,  is  given  every  encouragement  and  support 

Regular  fortnightly  visits  by  the  Occupational  Therapist 
to  the  two  Old  People  s Homes  in  the  County  has  proved  of  real 
advantage  Not  all  the  residents  are  able  to  undertake  hand- 
work simple  though  it  may  be,  but  those  who  do  have  found  a 
new  interest  and  pastime  in  the  eventide  of  their  years. 

Welfare  Services  for  deaf  or  dumb  persons  continue  to  be 
provided  by  the  Paisley  and  Greenock  Missions  on  an  agency 
arrangement  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  The  needs  of  this 
group  being  mainly  of  a social  nature,  are  met  at  the 
Institutes  provided  by  the  respective  Missions 


Disseminated  Sclerosis,  ... 
Muscular  Atrophy,  ... 


4 

2 

4 

4 

3 

6 


Rheumatoid  Arthritis, 


Asthma  and  Chest  Conditions, 
Spasticity  and/or  Epilepsy, 
Haemiplegia  and  paraplegia, 
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Grants  are  made  to  the  Missions  on  a " per  capita"  basis 
and  the  numbers  for  whom  service  is  provided  are  as  follows  - 

Paisley  Mission,  30 

Greenock  Mission,  . . 8 


WELFARE  OF  AGED  PERSONS  IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES 

A Meals  on  Wheels  Service  commenced  in  Neilston  on  1st 
September  under  the  auspices  of  the  Neilston  Old  People  s 
Welfare  Committee,  the  equipment  being  provided  by  way  of 
grant  by  the  County  Council  Meals  are  obtained  from  the 
Education  Committee  Cooking  Depot.  This  service,  since  its 
inauguration,  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  home-bound  old 
people  who  benefit  and  I would  take  this  opportunity  of 
recording  thanks  to  the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  W VS 
members  (who  undertake  delivery)  and  the  Education  Committee 
who  by  their  co-operation  have  made  the  service  a success 

A similar  service  has  been  suggested  for  Renfrew'  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  had  reached  the  stage  where 
delivery  of  meals  would  commence  early  in  1956. 

In  the  provision  of  this  service  for  old  people  local 
Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  can  play  a most  important  part 
both  in  organising  and  in  assisting  financially  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  Committees  who  have  not  yet  made  such  provision 
will  follow  the  lead  given  by  Neilston  and  Renfrew. 

A further  step  forward  in  the  interests  of  the  aged  has 
been  the  introduction  of  the  Chiropody  Service  This  has 
already  been  dealt  with  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  earlier 
in  his  Report  It  is  undoubtedly  a contribution  of  unestimable 
value  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  aged  persons  and  is  a 
service  which  is  being  made  full  use  of  and  greatly  appreciated. 

Finally  I would  comment  on  the  work  of  those  Old  People'  s 
Welfare  Committees  who  have  been  active  during  the  year.  In 
Home  Visiting  the  provision  of  social  activities  co-operation 
in  the  Meals  Service,  Chiropody  Service  and  in  many  other  ways 
their  contribution  to  Old  People' s Welfare  is  of  the  utmost 
value  and  is  a voluntary  contribution  which  the  County  Council 
and  the  Welfare  Services  Committee  in  particular  consider  of 
the  greatest  importance 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Admissions  to  mental  hospitals  arranged  by  Authorised 
Officers  throughout  the  County  numbered  48  as  compared  with 
44  in  the  previous  year 

Patients  were  admitted  from  the  following  areas  - 


Males  Females 


First  District  Council,  ...  6 6 

Second  District  Council,  ...  2 4 

Third  District  Council,  ...  l 

Fourth  District  Council,  ...  2 1 

Fifth  District  Council,  ...  2 1 

Burgh  of  Barrhead,  ...  ...  l 7 

Burgh  of  Gourock,  ...  ...  - 2 

Burgh  of  Johnstone,  ...  l 4 

Burgh  of  Renfrew,  ...  ...  4 2 

Outwith  the  County  ( Bo ar ded- ou t ) , 2 


21  27 


Dykebar  Mental  Hospital  accepted  the  bulk  of  admissions 
At  no  time  during  the  year  were  we  presented  with  difficulty 
in  that  connection  but  the  following  figures  show  the  compara- 
tive position  of  other  Hospitals 


Dykebar,  ...  ... 

Rlccartsbar , 

Ravenscraig, 

Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital, 
Hawkhead,  ...  ... 

Lochgilphead, 

H ar twood,  ...  ... 


Males  Females  Total 


12 

5 

1 

3 

5 

1 


20 

8 

5 

4 

8 

2 

1 


2 1 


27 


48 


Visitation  of  mental  patients  on  probation  and  other 
boarded-out  patients  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
regulations  on  behalf  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Visita- 
tion and  medical  supervision  of  boarded-out  mental  defectives 
for  whom  the  County  Council  are  responsible  was  also  carried 
out. 


All  cases  under  guardianship  were  found  to  be  well  cared 
for  and  in  good  health 
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The  number  of  boarded-out  mental  patients  and  mentali 
defectives  under  guardianship  is  as  follows  - 


(&)  Mental  Patients 

(Within  the  County) 

(b)  Mental  Defectives 

(Within  the  County) 
(Outwith  the  County) 


Males  Females 


3 

12 
2 

14 


No  improvement  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  mental 
defectives  to  Institutions  can  yet  be  reported  The  additional 
accommodation  for  male  patients  which  is  being  provided  at 
Broadfield  Institution  (Merchiston  House)  is  still  uncompleted 
and  vacancies  only  arise  at  long  intervals  Two  males  and  one 
female  were  admitted  to  Institutions  during  the  year  th- 
waiting  list  at  the  close  of  the  year  numbering  12  (10  maxes 
2 females) 

The  strain  on  parents  is  being  relieved  however  by  the 
helpful  co-operation  of  the  Paisley  and  District  Men~ii 
Hospital  Board  of  Management  who  arranged  temporary  admission? 
for  holiday  periods  of  two  to  four  weeks  for  two  males  and  two 
females 

Training  and  occupation  for  mental  defectives  is  provided 
at  Centres  in  Paisley  by  the  Paisley  and  District  Volunta-y 
Association  for  Mental  Welfare  acting  as  agents  for  the 
Corporation  of  Paisley  and  the  County  Council 

The  purchase  of  premises  in  Renfrew  Road  Paisley  to 
accommodate  trainees  from  the  Centre  at  Lady  Lane  Paisley  was 
approved  by  the  two  Authorities  who  have  made  contributions  to 
the  capital  cost  of  adaptations  etc  These  premises  are 
expected  to  be  available  for  use  in  1956 

At  the  close  of  the  year  nine  boys  from  the  County  area 
were  receiving  training  at  the  Lady  Lane  Centre  and  four  girls 
at  Kersland  The  service  for  home -bound  defectives  continues 
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to  develop  gradually  and  the  cases  on  the  roll  from  the  County 
area  who  receive  regular  visits  and  instruction  now  number 
forty-one  One  full-time  visitor  is  employed  for  this  purpose 

The  development  of  this  section  of  our  Mental  Health 
services  is  unique  in  Scotland  and  due  credit  must  be  paid  to 
the  Voluntary  Association  for  their  sustained  efforts  in 
recent  years  both  in  regard  to  raising  funds  for  new  premises 
and  to  stimulating  public  interest  in  this  work. 


APPENDIX 


Tables  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  C,  H,  J,  and  K. 


TABLE  A. — Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  Registered  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 
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TABLE  C.  Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  Cases,  1955. 


DISEASE. 


eerebro-Spina]  Meningitis 

JBIcenpox  

continued  Fever 

lysentery  

•xephalitis  Lethargica 
npelu 

■alaria  

ties 

tphigus  Neonatorum 
*ute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
•ute  Primary  Pneumonia  .... 
Biomyelitis,  Acute 

«*fperal  Fever  

wperal  Pyrexia  

'irI*t  Fever  or  Scarlatina  .... 

■mo nary  Tuberculosis 
fn-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
3>hoid  Para.  B 

■ooping  Cough  

•umonia,  not  otherwise  notifiable 

Ifito-Enteritis  

M Poisoning  


No.  OF  Cases  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


At  Age — Years 


Grand  Total 


1 

— At  all  Agt 

r-1 

fc 
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4 
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TABLE  D. — Showing  the  seasonal  distribution  over  the  year 
and  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  of  each  infectious 
disease. 

DISEASE.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.Sept.Oct.  Nov. Dec.  Total 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

.. 

9 

Chickenpox  .... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Continued  Fever  - 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

3 

Dysentery  - 

10 

2 

1 

6 

12 

5 

... 

2 

5 

2 

27 

72 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Erysipelas  .... 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

13 

Malaria 

... 

i 

1 

Measles 

2 

1 

3 

2 

i 

... 

... 

9 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

i 

... 

... 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia- 

4 

2 

i 

1 

1 

9 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  - 

9 

18 

10 

9 

7 

7 

8 

5 

i 

10 

12 

31 

127 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute 

4 

4 

1 

9 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 

1 

i 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina  - 

24 

12 

19 

11 

14 

13 

4 

4 

s 

13 

23 

31 

176 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

12 

20 

11 

15 

10 

9 

6 

11 

S 

11 

IS 

134 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

20 

Typhoid  Para  

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

9 

3 

5 

3 

4 

0 

5 

3 

3 

8 

3 

55 

Pneumonia  - 

(not  otherwise  notifiable) 

4 

3 

0 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

31 

Gastro  Enteritis  • 

o 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

24 

Food  Poisoning,  ... 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

10 

Anthrax 

i 

1 

Tetanus  - 

1 

1 

Leprosy  - 

i 

1 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

7 

Meningitis,  Others, 

2 

2 

Mumps 

1 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS  • 

03 

78 

08 

51 

03 

51 

41 

32 

45 

55 

07 

115 

729 

REMOVALS  - 

37 

40 

53 

37 

49 

23 

23 

20 

32 

42 

42 

01 

465 

49 


TABLE  E. — Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  1955. 
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Hepatit 
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Cathcart,  Muirend  and 

| 

Netherlee 

1 

Easier  ham 

1 J 

1 

3 

8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

12 

Thornliebank 

Qiffnock 

NeQiton  and  District 

... 

... 

1 

i 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

... 

9 

4 

"l 

1 - 

1 

1 

"2 

::: 

::: 

17 

20 

Whitecraigs  and  M earns 

l 

1 

~2 

1 

*1  • 

... 

... 

15 

Clarkston  and  Busby 

1 

i ::: 

1 

9 

3 

3 

1 

5 

'l 

19 

Hiliington  and  Oldhal] 

I 

3 

... 

33 

Elderslie 

Inkerman 

... 

l 

1 

1 

... 

8 

... 

7 

1 

... 

”2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

14 

24 

Landward 

... 

... 

■’* 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Lang bank 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Bisbopton  and  Erskine 

••* 

... 

... 

8 

Bridee  of  Weir 

i 

... 

••• 

... 

12 

Houston  and  Crosalee 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

25 

Inchinnan 

~T 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Wemys*  Bay  and  Inverkip 

1 

... 

... 

... 

8 

Kil  barchan 
Lin  wood 
Kilmacolm 
How-wood 

1 

... 

-1 

i 

... 

1 

i 

1 

1 

0 

11 

4 

1 

3 

1 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

... 

2 

16 

19 

17 
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B rook  rt  eld 

1 

... 
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... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 
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*i 

2 

... 

... 

... 

9 

Abbotsincb 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Lintwhite  Hostel, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Bridge  of  Weir 

Ralston  Camp 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Muir  head  House.  Linwood 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Kingston  Hostel,  Neilston 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5 

Public  Institutions — 

Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland 

Bridge  of  Weir 
Dykebar  Hospital,  Paisley 

... 

29 

... 

"i 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

29 

Crosslees  House. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Thornllebank 

8 

1 

1 

13 

Dalbeth  Approved  School. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Bifihopton 

... 

Caldwell  House  Institution, 

... 

... 

Uplawmoor 
Erskine  Hospital 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

*... 

2 

Bishopton 

...  1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

3 

R.A.F. 

Nary 

i | 

2 

- 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

i‘ 

0 

(«) 

(2) 

(3) 

<«) 

(2) 

(7) 

<-) 

(6)  (1) 

(8) 

(63) 

(S) 

(-> 

(i) 

91) (62) 

(7) 

(-) 

(23) 

(to 

(10) 

(5) 

(-) 

(-) 

<-> 

(2) 

(2) 

(i) 

<-> 

(362) 

Oourock 

... 

2 

12 

3 

9 1 

13 

3 

1 

4 

2 

49 

Renfrew 

i 

1 

1 

9 

1 

32  I 

16 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

...  j 

71 

Barrhead 

i 

... 

13 

3 

1 

20 

2 

1 

21 

18 

3 

26 

6 

4| 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

::: 

126 

Johnstone 

2 

...  / 

...  | 

12 

I 

2 

... ; 

3 

... 

... 

23 

... 

1 

23 

25 

6 

13 

6 

1 

2 

... 

3 

121 

Totals 

9 

2 

3 

72 

3 

13  1 

1 

9 

1 

» 

127 

9 

3 

2 

176  134 

20 

1 

65 

31 

24 

10 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

1 

2 I1 

729 

Removals 

9 

2 

3I 

30 

3 

2 

1 

9 

6 

101 

8 

3 

1 

112 

83 

11 

1 

■1 

30 

24 

9 
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1 

1 

7 

2 

1 1 

2 

465 

50 


TABLE  F. — Showing  the  Size  of  Houses  in  which  Cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  occurred  during  1955. 


Disease 

One  Apartment 

Two  apartments 

Three  apartments 

s 

£ 
— i 

c 

Five  apartments 

6 C 

— < 

-S  'r 
it 

P ^ 

1 X 

1 3 
*** 

X 

■> 
— r' 

X 

Ut 

Q) 

! | 

: 31 
I ? 
< 

X 

*3 

X 

.2 

Tota 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

2 

4 

i 

1 

9 

Chickenpox 

... 

9 

2 

Continued  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

6 

16 

11 

1 

i 

... 

... 

37 

72 

Encephalitis  Letliaigica  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

4 

3 

3 

1 

i 

1 

13 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

2 

2 

4 

9 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  .. 

i 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

2 

3 

2 

i 

i 

9 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

20 

45 

45 

10 

4 

1 

127 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute 

1 

i 

3 

2 

2 

9 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

i 

1 

... 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

i 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 

2 

17 

50 

59 

27 

IS 

3 

176 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

23 

31 

45 

17 

11 

3 

134 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

2 

6 

6 

3 

2 

1 

20 

Typhoid , Para  B.  . . . 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

9 

17 

24 

1 

3 

55 

Pneumonia. 

8 

11 

4 

1 

31 

(not  otherwise  notifiable) 

Castro  Enteritis  ... 

o 

4 

11 

4 

1 

2 

24 

F ood  Poisoning 

2 

4 

1 

1 

i 

10 

Anthrax 

1 

1 

Tetanus  

1 

1 

Leprosy  ...  

1 

1 

Pleurisy 

3 

4 

7 

Meningitis,  Others 

1 

1 

2 

Mumps 

i 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

... 

2 

Total,  

13 

101 

210 

227 

72 

49 

1 

s 

51 

729 

51 


TABLE  H. — Diphtheria  Immunisation  Return  for  1955. 
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i*BLfe  J.-I  UtibKL'ULusIS — ST  AT  iSTICAL  RETURNS. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  formally  notified  from  1st 
January,  1955,  to  31st  December,  1955  (excluding  transfers  in  bv 
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(iii)  Methods  by  which  new  patients  were  discovered  to  be  suffering  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
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(v)  Hospital  Admissions  and  Discharges  (Respiratory  Tuberculosis). 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to,  discharged  from  or  dying  in  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals,  Sanatoria  or  wards  in  other  Hospitals  reserved  for  the 
treatment  of  the  tuberculous. 
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(ix)  Tuberculosis  Register. 

Return  of  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1955,  who  were  known  to  be 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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TABLE  K. 

B.C.C.  VACCINATIONS  PERFORMED. 


Group 

Tuberculin 

tested 

Negative 

re-actors 

Successfully 

vaccinated 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(1)  Contacts 

179 

174 

150 

145 

160 

147 

(2)  School  Leavers 

405 

401 

271 

273 

267 

26S 

(3)  New  Born  Babies 

47 

46 
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